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The Fairfield Area School Board met on Monday evening, March 10, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the District board room with these members in attendance: Mr. Mark Greathouse, presiding; Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre and Mr. Lonny Whitcomb, Jr.  Also present were Mr. William Chain, Superintendent; Ms. Karen Kugler, Director of Curriculum and Special Programs; Ms. Barbara Richwine, ES Principal; Ms. Patricia Weber, MS Principal; Mr. Brian McDowell, HS Principal; Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager and Board Recording Secretary; Ms. Brooke Say, Solicitor; Ms. Bronte Fennimore and Mr. Austin Ford, Student Representatives.  

Minutes Approved

The Board unanimously approved the minutes of the February 24, 2014 meeting on a motion made by Mr. Hatter and seconded by Mr. Barlow. 

Presentations



Ms. Catherine Mentzer, Science Club Advisor, spoke to the board about the Vex Robotics competition on March 1, 2014.  Our Downtown Robotics Team, introduced by Ms. Mentzer, demonstrated a robot they created and earned a 3rd place position building the robot onsite at the competition.  The Blue Man Challenge trophy was presented to the board for placement in the district.  
Student Representative Reports:

Ms. Bronte Fennimore and Mr. Austin Ford described the success of the dance wherein they made $1,500 for their charity.  Our Charity Bowl activities were very successful.  Spring sports have started and NHS will be having a basketball tournament with proceeds for Special Olympics.  Ms. Fennimore has been invited to HACC to meet with state representatives and is working on preparations for a new Student Council leader. 
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Public Comment:

Mr. William Leaman donated, to the board, a copy of a DVD of the High School production of Peter Pan. This DVD will be placed in the library for all to enjoy.  

Ms. Margaret Finafrock, parent of students in the district, asked Board members to review playground equipment needs at the Elementary School.  She reviewed Property Committee dates and hoped we could schedule a meeting prior to the one scheduled in August.  She said our students need to expend energy and socialize.  There was some board discussion whereby Ms. Mikesell said this would make a great fundraiser for our students and Mr. Barlow and Mr. Greathouse both agreed we should review dates of future meetings. 
Ms. Stacey Whitmore asked, at the end of the meeting, if we will have minutes of the committee meetings available and if times will be published on the website.  

Consent Agenda:

  At the request of Mr. Hatter, Mr. Chain provided more detail on Consent Agenda items.  Item A, 6th Grade Camp has a long history within the district and the change in venue should allow for a cost reduction.  Lessons include those in Environmental Science.  Regarding Item B, the district is required to offer two languages and Mr. Chain answered Ms. Foscato’s question about 5th grade participation in a foreign language that we need to concentrate on the High School Program at this time.   Mr. Chain also explained the School Code requirements for a medical sabbatical leave for Item D.  Item G. was explained as being necessary to help with the current bubble of students participating in the sport.  Further explanation was given on Items F and H to answer questions by Mr. Rigler and Mr. Whitcomb.  Typically the advisor positions are filled with current employees while some coaches come from outside the employee base.  Mr. Whitcomb inquired if volunteers could fill positions and Mr. Chain explained the level of responsibility in certain roles does require an existing employee.  The advisor positions require additional hours outside of the school day and the dollars remaining will be prorated.   On a motion by Mrs. Mikesell and seconded by Mr. Whitcomb the Consent 
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Agenda was approved.  A roll call vote was taken and Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, and Mr. Lonny Whitcomb all cast assenting votes.  The items approved with this action are as follows:

Administrative

   Actions
A.
Approved a request from the 6th grade teacher team to participate in the Annual 6th Grade Camp Outdoor Education Program May 21-23, 2014 at Camp Eder in Fairfield, PA.
Personnel
B.
Accepted the resignation for retirement of Mrs. Pamela Nelson, Part-time HS French Teacher, effective August 15, 2014. Mrs. Nelson has served the District for 7 years.

C.
Granted permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire a part-time high school French teacher for the 2014-2015 school year.


D.
Approved a request from Ms. Tawny Gallagher, HS/MS Math Teacher, to extend her medical sabbatical leave through the first day of the 2014-2015 school year.


E.
Accepted the resignation of Ms. Donna Shoemaker, head cashier, effective March 18, 2014.


F.
Approved supplemental contracts for the following individuals as coaches / advisors with salary per the Collective Bargaining Agreement for the 2013-2014 school year.



Ms. Marcie Kozack



Elementary Drama Director


$1,903



Ms. Colleen Glenn



Elementary Ass’t Drama Director


$1,427 


G.
Granted permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire a temporary (one year) HS Assistant Track Coach for the 2013-2014 season.


Background:  The Athletic Director has informed the Superintendent of the number of students on the track team have increased to justify additional supervision and coaching. Funding for this position would come from the budgeted, but not used, high school assistant girls’ basketball coach position.
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H.
Ratified the Superintendent’s acceptance of the following resignations from Mr. Joshua Dortenzo and grant permission to advertise and recommend for hire the following advisor positions for the remainder of the 2013-2014 school year.


HS Student Council Advisor


HS Senior Project Advisor

HS Newspaper Advisor

I.
Approved the addition of Mrs. Mary Reecher to the Support Staff Substitute List for the 2013-2014 school year.


J.
Approved Ms. Shannon Congeleton as an Extended Term Substitute high school English teacher March 17, 2014 through the last day of the 2013-2014 school year.  



Background:  An extended term substitute teacher receives $127.50 per diem with no extension of benefits except retirement.

Other Action Items:


A.
Request for Proposal –School District Auditor


On a motion by Mr. Hatter and seconded by Mrs. Mikesell, Item A was approved.  A roll call vote was taken and Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, and Mr. Lonny Whitcomb all cast assenting votes.


Motion:  Granted the Administration approval to solicit a Request for Proposal for a School District Auditor.  The RFP will request service for two school years, 2013-2014 and 2014-2015.  

 




Background: The administration will seek a qualified, cost effective, audit firm with experience in Pennsylvania School Districts.  Our contract with Rager, Lehman, and Houck (present auditor), has ended as of the 2012-13 school year. 

B.
District Calendar 2014-2015
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On a motion by Mr. Hatter and seconded by Mrs. Mikesell, Item B was approved.  A roll call vote was taken and Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, and Mr. Lonny Whitcomb all cast assenting votes.

Motion:  Approved the 2014-2015 District Calendar.

Background:  

· The latest draft now includes the teacher in-service trade-in-day on Friday, August 29th.  Friday the 29th remains a day off for students and teachers who have fulfilled the in-service requirement over the summer. 

· Monday, Dec. 1 remains as a day off for Students and Teachers as it has been in our past. 
C.
District Calendar Revision 2013-2014 - #1

On a motion by Mrs. Mikesell and seconded by Mr. Lefeber, Item C was approved.  Mr. Chain thanked Ski Liberty for allowing students to have the prom on Friday for the same fee as previously agreed upon for Thursday which allows some of the proposed changes to take place.  Discussion was held regarding the number of days missed and plans for graduation and the board will have a final calendar proposal on March 24th .A roll call vote was taken and Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, and Mr. Lonny Whitcomb all cast assenting votes.

Motion:  Granted permission for the Administration to revise  the 2013-14 school calendar by making Thursday, May 15, a regular school day and moving the Act 80 day activities (planned for Thursday) to Friday, May 16.  The new May 16, Act 80 day, will then include graduation projects in the morning and transition activities in the afternoon.  This revision will result in one snow day being made up inside the calendar, instead of making the day up at the end of the year. 
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Other Discussion Items:


A.
Ballots will be distributed for the election of directors to the LIU Board at the March 24, 2014 meeting. 


B.  
Board members congratulated wrestlers Nick Mort and Brett Harris for their performance on the mat during state competition. 
On a motion made by Mr. Hatter, seconded by Mr. Whitcomb, and unanimously approved by the Board, the meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm.  

Respectfully Submitted:


Mr. Mark Greathouse


  
 Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager

Board President



  
 Board Recording Secretary
